
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STELLA MARIS- APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA 
“Our Dear Chaplains: Don’t Give Up, Just Get Up And Go On” 

 



 
 

 

 

  Welcome to Bataan. It is your home. We are your family. We are so happy and honored 

with your gracious presence. Thank you so much for your coming. We pray and hope 

that this is will not be your first and only visit.    

    

   Our dearest chaplains:   

 

   This is our Diocesan Shrine of Saint John Paul II. What he said at the beginning of his 

pontificate is what we must remember in this time of Covid19 pandemic and with our 

pastoral ministry, “do not to be afraid.”                 

 

   Our life, as seafarers and their chaplains, could be difficult. Our time could be uncertain 

and demanding. Our situation and our se journey could be rough and rugged. But we 

will not be discouraged. We will not be frustrated. On the contrary, we will not be afraid. 

 

   Even our people will not be cooperative or will question us, our motives and pastoral 

ministry. Even if our undertaking demands sacrifices and we have to suffer. Even if our 

superiors and government officials will be less supportive or might go against us yet we 

will continue. And even results are long in coming, we will still proceed with our 

undertaking. With that caring admonition of our dearest patron Saint John Paul II, do not 

be afraid, let us resort to these three imperatives. What are these? 

 

Don’t give up. 

Always get up. 

And go on. 

 

   Don’t give up. Jesus is always reminding us “for humans it is impossible, but not for God; 

all things are possible with God” (Mark 10,27). It is our goal like Jesus to serve and to save. 

We want a hundredfold harvest. But we may not get it now. Or we may not achieve it at 

that very moment. We may fail. Or we may commit mistakes. But we don’t have to 

surrender. We don’t just retreat. We must on the contrary exert much effort. We have to 

try and continue to persevere. And we trust God all the more.  

 

   Our beloved Holy Father, Pope Francis in his book The name of God is mercy tells us 

“the most important thing in the life of any every man and every woman is not that they should 



 
 

 

never fall along the way. The most important thing is always to get back up, not to stay on the 

ground licking your wounds.” 

 

   We will continue to exert extra effort. And we take everything as a challenge to give 

and to show our best. Like ships we will still venture to the open seas and ready to face 

the turbulent weather. We just follow the call and command of the captain of our souls, 

telling us “put out into deep water and let down the nets for a catch” (Luke 5,4). 

 

 

 

 

 

    Thank you so much, my dear chaplains that during these two years of Covid19 

pandemic, we made ourselves available, visible and audible to our seafarers. Yes, we 

have not been afraid. We remain firm with our pastoral duties and faithful to our priestly 

commitment to serve and save as to what our Lord Jesus did.   

 

   So second thing, always get up. There are wolves in our midst which will break us down, 

or burden us and or even batter us.  There are also trolls who will spread fake news about 

us, or even threaten us and even to the point to silence us. Yet we are not afraid. We take 

courage with Jesus who assures us “I am with you always” (Matthew 28,20). Storms and 

separation are part and parcel of our sea journey. Cross is and of our life, of our 

discipleships. The way to Jesus is the stations of His cross. Our surety is God, and not 

guns, not gold. 

 

   Our Holy Father Pope Francis is reminding us all “you have many plans and dreams for 

future. But is Christ at the center of each of your plans and dreams?”    

 

   We should always get up and go with Jesus, going along Him. We should always turn 

to Jesus, take up His cross. Our strength here on earth is Jesus. With Jesus on our side, we 

can always heed to His call “get up, let us go” (Mark 14,42) to anyplace and to any people, 

anytime. Trusting Jesus everything and everyone listens to His words, “quiet now. Be still” 

Mark 4,39). You are and I will surely be safely back home. 

 



 
 

 

   Lastly we go on, doing good. Saint Paul in his letter to the Galatians admonishing us 

with this inspiring words “let us do good without being discouraged; in due time we shall reap 

the reward of our constancy” (6,9).  

 

   Being straight in our life, sincere with our words and deeds, there is not turning back. 

Following Jesus we continue doing good, that is, to obey and to offer; to help and to heal; 

to serve and to suffer.  Our Holy Father, Pope Francis affirms “for all the obstacles before us, 

gratitude and appreciation should prevail over concerns and complaints.” 

 

  God is always there for us to accompany and to assist us. God is always with us to shield 

us and to support us. As we know God’s saving intervention was made manifest with 

our Blessed Mother Mary, our dearest Stella Maris. Like what happened during the 

wedding at Cana in Galilee, the Blessed Virgin Mary interceded to Jesus, and even not 

yet His hour Jesus changed water into wine (John 2:1-11) the best is reserved and will be 

served to us.  

 

   In his encyclical Gaudete et Exultate, Pope Francis tells us that the “Lord asks everything 

of us, and in return he offers us true life, the happiness for which we were created. He wants us to 

be saints and not to settle for a bland and mediocre existence.” So remember then our dearest 

chaplains to have faithful and fruitful pastoral ministry is to remember and to relive these 

three imperatives: Don’t give up. Always get up. And go on, go on doing good. 
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